Basic facts about the Maharal

%% RabbiJudah Loew ben Bezalel (1515 to 1609) is known as the Maharal of Prague. Maharal is a Hebrew
acronym for Moreinu Ha-Rav Lowe, “Our Teacher, Rabbi Loew.”

He is known for his work on Jewish mysticism and philosophy and is considered one of the most important
Rabbis of all time.

His primary work is Gur Aryeh, a commentary on Rashi's commentary.

The Maharal's synagogue, the Altneuschul (the Old New Shul), is the oldest active synagogue in Europe.
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He is closely associated with the creation of the Golem of Prague, a legend of a clay creature created by
man.

Maharal’s approach to Aggadah (Be'er HaGolah: Be'er 6)

All of the wisdom of Aggada is the wisdom of the Torah. ™M1DD) 10K 11 SYw XN N0 NNan ATaX AT 5o Sax

If you want to know who created everything, delve 7Y TR PIOY ,5IA X X anb N ox (23,80 0MaT

into Aggada. They open the gates in heaven and open
c g DINO XX 53 oMM ,0MWN YW 1'MN1D °XT2 0?2 XD
everything that is closed.
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How King David is first introduced in Tanach (Shmuel Aleph 16:18)

One of the attendants spoke up, “I have observed a son of 120 v mn5n nea whh 12 TR 120 RN 0PI TN N
Jesse the Bethlehemite who is knows how to sing; he is 1D M KA WK 2T AR nnbn W S ia
a fine warrior and a man of war, sensible in speech, and T Tt ommEn
handsome in appearance, and God is with him.”

The Talmud's interpretation of the description of Dovid HaMelech (Sanhedrin 90b)

“Who knows how to sing” means he knows how to ask 2wnd YTrw Ma hxwv’p YT 121 YT
questions. “A fine warrior” means he knows how to
answer.

Maharal’'s explanation for how singing corresponds to asking questions and being a
warrior corresponds to answering questions. (Netzach Yisrael 32)

What does singing have to do with asking questions? They we (1,10 X7w) 712 p1r7 (¥ PITI0) MnKw 1m

sharf? similar qu:ah'aes. When someone asks a question, 255 .0 ANX 7T DKW 7123 PTvw M errn Sxed
the listener rejoices and it opens their heart as if they were

[ 25 mawn X0 0IX HXWr WX ,0IRD 25 Nnwn 1Mnnw

. . JA PIPY M AviYw 1102, NMNvw Y 125 NX MM ymwn
The happiness that emerges from hearing words of Torah, ] ' '

is more similar to hearing a question, than listening to an
answer. And that is why if you know how to ask questions,
you know how to sing and if you know how to answer

you are a fine warrior—as it is found in the Gemara. The
function of a great question is better than the function of
a great answer.



The Maharal models the strength of questions in his commentary on the very first mishnah in Pirkei Avot. Read the
following mishna closely and carefully. How many questions can you come up with on this Mishnah? (Answers at the
bottom of the page.)

Mishnah: Pirkei Avot 1:1

Moshe received the Torah from Sinai and transmitted it 0PN ,Dum’? vYinm ,QW1nvb mom pron 1in 5317 awn
to Yehoshua, and Yehoshua to the Elders, and the Elders . i . ' X
to the Prophets, and the Prophets transmitted it to the )
Men of the Great Assembly. They said three things: Be g ekl i D"T’D’?D R i) R T Gern
deliberate in judgment, raise up many disciples and make Inj,m'?
a fence for the Torah.
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